CHARLES GIDE	27
international current of scientific thought which it should
never have been allowed to leave?
But, for Gide, liberty of mind—and it was just this
that removed him from the official school—was insepar-
able from liberalism.
As a Professor (and he was proud of the title) he hated
dogmatism, by temperament as well as by conviction.
The ever alert curiosity of intelligence was to him the
very atmosphere of science. When, in 1887, encouraged
by the international fame his Manual had won him, he
founded the Revue d'Economie politique> his first care was
to open wide the windows without fear of draughts, and
to welcome the representatives of all views and tendencies,
French and foreign, those of the Austrian school, of
mathematical economics, of the historic school, of the
Catholic social school or of State Socialism. Those windows
have never been closed. Let us hope they never will be.
And let us not forget that, if to-day the teaching of
economics in our Faculties of Law is so largely eclectic,
we owe it in a large measure to him.
He carried into his work as lecturer and journalist the
same intransigent concern for liberty.
A wide pulpit was never available for spreading abroad
his ideas, such as any one of the great French reviews
might have offered, could they have had the courage to
face the digressions of his uncompromising frankness.
Gide, a great commoner and democratically minded,
nevertheless never joined any political party, never felt
the call of any group. He did not care if he seemed too
Liberal for the Socialists or too Socialistic for the Con-
servatives, as the case might be. His complete spontaneity
led him to criticise even his own ideas, which was rather
disturbing to that numerous class of people who demand
consistency from an economist and especially consistency
in keeping with their own prejudices.
Lacking a review with a big circulation, he spoke his
mind on current events for forty years, in L* Emancipation^
the excellent little monthly journal of the co-operators
of Nimes, where he was already sure of freedom and

